Dear Prospective Member

Thank you for your interest in becoming a member of Independent Advocacy Townsville.  New membership is essential to this organisation as it ensures sustainability, vibrancy and a link to the community with which we work.

Membership is open to any individual who supports the values, mission, and work of this agency.  It is from the membership that we draw our management committee, which is the governing body of our organisation.  Therefore, we are especially interested in people who want to become involved, who could contribute to the agency by supporting the work we do and the values we hold.  In return, IAT offers the opportunity to expand on and develop skills and experience relating to the governance of an organisation, and to be involved with like-minded people in a supportive environment.  

We have two different types of membership available:

· Ordinary Membership

Ordinary Membership is open only to people with disability.  Ordinary members have voting rights and can nominate for positions on the management committee.  Ordinary members make up the majority of positions on the management committee.

·  Associate Membership

 
Associate membership is available to any person concerned with issues affecting people with disability.  Positions on the management committee are available to associate members; they have voting rights only for the period of their inclusion on the committee.

What membership does not include:

· Automatic or preferential approval for advocacy support – all members, should they require advocacy, would be subject to the same entry criteria and referral process as any other person requesting advocacy support

· Automatic approval for membership of the management committee – any person nominating for membership of the management committee must nominate and address a set of selection criteria.  This is to ensure that members are able to support the values of the organisation, and assists us to determine how we can assist the management committee members to increase their skills and knowledge in relation to the management of this agency

 Please find enclosed an IAT brochure and information on IAT’s Values and advocacy principles.

Should you have any queries or wish to discuss membership details further please phone IAT office on either of the phone numbers below.

Once again thankyou for your interest in becoming a member of IAT and we look forward to meeting you at a future IAT event.

